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SMITHSONIAN EXPERT DISCUSSES INDIAN ARTIFACT REPATRIATION 
MISSOULA—
The rewards and challenges American Indian tribes encounter as they seek proper and 
respectful treatment of ancestral remains and cultural artifacts will be the focus of the annual Native 
American Lecture Thursday, Feb. 19, hosted by The Center for the Rocky Mountain West at The 
University of Montana-Missoula.
The lecture, by Betty White of the Smithsonian Institution, will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the 
first-floor meeting room at the Milwaukee Station.
White has been repatriation manager at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American 
Indian since July 1996. She oversees repatriation, or return, of Indian objects — including human 
remains, funerary material, sacred objects and items of cultural patrimony — upon request from 
tribes who can show a cultural affiliation.
Such objects have frequently been the center of controversy since the passage in 1990 of the 
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act by the U.S. Congress, according to UM 
history Professor William Farr, associate director for humanities and culture at the center. The 
controversies swirl around the act’s attempt to balance Native American, scientific and museum 
interests while maintaining the cultural heritage of our nation, he said.
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"In light of those controversies, I thought it was time in 1998 to take stock of how this act 
has benefitted Native Americans and what its problem are,” Farr said. “White is in a superb position 
to evaluate where we are. She sits in the catbird seat at the Smithsonian as a Native American 
dealing with tribes, trying to provide precisely the balance the law envisioned but was not very 
effective in providing for."
White is an enrolled member of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. Her previous 
positions include director of the People’s Center in Pablo, curriculum developer for the Two Eagle 
River School in Dixon, and cultural curriculum coordinator and Native American studies director at 
Salish Kootenai College in Pablo. She has been a teaching assistant in Native American history at 
UM, taught Native American art history at Montana State University and worked as an interpretive 
technician at the Museum of American Indian Art in Grand Teton National Park.
Her public service includes project assistance to the Montana Arts Council, Western Heritage 
Center in Billings, National Endowment for the Arts and Native American Public Broadcasting 
Consortium. She holds a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts from UM, a master’s degree in museum 
studies from State University of New York at Cooperstown and a doctorate in adult and higher 
education from MSU.
The Native American Lecture is a regular feature of UM’s Charter Day celebration. The 
Center for the Rocky Mountain West organizes and sponsors the lecture.
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